[Spiral shaped bacteria in the human gastric biopsy].
Biopsy specimens from the gastric mucosa of 149 patients who underwent gastroduodenal endoscopy for upper gastrointestinal complaints were studied by light microscopy and culture. Spiral shaped bacteria were detected in four of the specimens by smears with Gram stain. The positive rate was 2.68%, but these bacteria and HP did not grow in culture. The characteristic helical morphology of the bacteria appears to be similar to that of the bacteria found in the stomach of cats and dogs. And what of significance in these cases is the presence of spiral shaped bacteria in association with chronic gastritis.